
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,
Bridport on Monday 30 June 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms R.C. Kayes (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

  
C.M. Ray
J.D. Hunt


  
Mrs M.J. Ray
M.P. Parsons (until 
8.10pm)
C.D. Wild (until 7.25pm)




 Ms S.J. Williams


Also in attendance:
Cllrs:N.K. Cast (until 7.25pm), D.G. Rickard, D.R. Tett and K.G. 
Wallace (until 7.25pm).
PUBLIC FORUM

The following people spoke on application A1/1 1015 Travis Perkins Trading Co Ltd St. Andrews Road:

· Sue Adams raised concerns relating to traffic, flooding and design matters.

· Ruth Messina said that the traffic problems in the road would be made worse. She felt it was the wrong location from a traffic view point.

· Richard Nicholls from the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England spoke against the application, which he said would adversely affect the vitality of the town centre. 

· Simon Williams, Chairman of the St Andrews Road and District Residents Association spoke against the application on grounds of flooding, impact on an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, traffic conditions and design considerations. 
· Catherine Searle spoke against the application and emphasised the impact on the small shops in the town. 

After the public speakers, the following councillors addressed the Committee on application A1/1 1015 Travis Perkins Trading Co Ltd St. Andrews Road:

· Councillor Charles Wild declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the application but in accordance with the Town Council's Code of Conduct paragraph 12(2) he was able to address the Committee. He spoke in objection to the application on the grounds that the application was contrary to the Local Plan and Planning Policy Statement 6. 

· Councillor Karl Wallace spoke at this time in objection to the application on grounds of traffic, overdevelopment and environmental design.  
· Councillor Keith Cast declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the application but in accordance with the Town Council's Code of Conduct paragraph 12(2) he was able to address the Committee. He said that he supported local people objecting to the application on traffic grounds.
12.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Cllr P.J. Lathey.
13.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 9 June 2008 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

14.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr N.K. Cast declared a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of application A1/1 1015 Travis Perkins Trading Co Ltd St. Andrews Road, as he lived in the immediate vicinity of the site. In accordance with paragraph 12 (2) of the Town Council's Code of Conduct he was able to make representations in line with the rights accorded to members of the public. He spoke at the end of the Public Forum as recorded above and was out of the meeting room whilst the item was being discussed and a recommendation agreed by the Committee.
Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of application A1/1 1015 Travis Perkins Trading Co Ltd St. Andrews Road, as an officer of the Bridport Environment Group that had submitted comments to the Town Council on the application. In accordance with paragraph 12 (2) of the Town Council's Code of Conduct he was able to make representations in line with the rights accorded to members of the public. He spoke at the end of the Public Forum as recorded above and was out of the meeting room whilst the item was being discussed and a recommendation agreed by the Committee.

Cllr M. Parsons declared a personal interest in respect of application A1/1 1015 Travis Perkins Trading Co Ltd St. Andrews Road, as an account holder at Travis Perkins. He did not consider the interest to be prejudicial.

15.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following additional papers were circulated to members containing comments on the application A1/1 1015 Travis Perkins Trading Co Ltd St. Andrews Road:

1.
Comments of the Bridport Environment Group.
2.
Letter and attachment from St Andrews Road and District Residents Association. 

3.
Petition signed by 557 people and organised by the St Andrews Road and District Residents Association.

4.
Letter from Mr & Mrs Waterfall of Happy Island. 

5.
Comments from G.S Hawkins of St Katherine's Avenue.

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule 

A1 and A2 be forwarded to the District Council. 
16.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1909. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
17.
TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS
Consideration was given to ENCL: 1925.

Members generally felt that they should support the findings of the District Council's Tree Officer.

RESOLVED: that the recommendations of the West Dorset District Council's Tree Officer be supported.
18.
EAST PIER, EAST CLIFF, WEST BAY
Councillors considered a certificate of lawfulness in respect of a proposed temporary lifeguard hut. 
The report was noted without comment.
19.
DESIGN AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Councillors considered ENCL: 1926.


RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to respond to the draft guidelines, as appropriate, in consultation with the Committee Chairman and the Chairman of the Environment and Social Wellbeing Committee.
20.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported the following for information: -

The Town Council had received a response from the District Council in respect of this Committee's comments about the role of pre-application discussions, and specifically their role in the application process for the former medical centre. Members expressed some concern at the response and asked if further clarification could be sought in relation to this matter.

The District Council Planning Officers had asked if the Town Council would wish to re-consider its response on the South West Quadrant application as it was asking for a number of items to be treated as reserve matters that were included for determination in the current application. The Town Clerk had advised the District Council that the comments of the Town Council had been made at a properly convened meeting and it would not be appropriate or necessary for the views to be re-considered. This had been accepted by the District Council.

21.
STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING
The suggested names for the eleven properties to be built on the site of the former Medical Centre, were St Swithins Mews, St Swithins Close and St Swithins Place.

RESOLVED: that the development at this site be named St Swithins Place.
The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 4 August 2008
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