Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE held at Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 4 April 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr
C.M. Ray (Chairman)

Cllrs:  A.J. Fifield


H.B. Samuel

Ms F.K. McKenzie

K.G. Wallace


Mrs M.J. Ray




Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman and C.D. Wild. 

PUBLIC FORUM


There were no members of the public present.

73.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs G.L. Fifield, R.J. Stoodley and D.R. Tett.

74.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 24 January 2007 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

75.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 84 – Cllr A.J. Fifield declared a personal interest as a member of the West Bay Projects Action Group.
Minute 84 – Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest as a member of the West Bay Projects Action Group.
76.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1758, be approved as follows,  

(a) Bridport & District Community Football Partnership: the easement proposals be agreed and on receipt of the full agreement, Town Surveyor be granted delegated authority to complete the easement so as to prevent any delay with the project,
(b) The action taken and progress made in respect of eleven items approved at earlier meetings of this committee be noted.  

77.
MARKET AND BUSINESS LIAISON SUB COMMITEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

20 February 2007 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted.
           In respect of Minute 14, Employment and Training, it is RECOMMENDED that the town council supports the approach of the new community working group to develop a Learning and Skills Plan for the Bridport area and its aim to form a Learning and Skills Partnership.
78.
BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

27 February 2007 be received and the recommendations adopted. 

In respect of Minute 35, the Town Council is RECOMMENDED to ratify that the Statement of Accounts and Statement of Assurance for the year ending 

31 March 2006 have been received, accepted and approved.

In respect of Minute 37, the Town Council is RECOMMENDED to ratify the approval of the annual review of the Risk Management Strategy Policy document.
79.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

1 March 2007 be received and the recommendations adopted.

The Chairman of the sub committee was thanked for his endeavours involved in the compilation of this plan.

RECOMMENDED: that the updated Bridport and West Bay Town Plan be adopted by the Town Council.
80.
BRIDPORT LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1759.


RESOLVED: that the report be approved and the Town Council enters into a Service Level Agreement for 2007-2010 with West Dorset District Council for the delivery of Community Planning for the Bridport area through the Bridport Local Area Partnership. 
81.
BRIDPORT AND DISTRICT CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAU

Councillors considered an application for financial assistance, ENCL: 1760.


RESOLVED: that the request be granted in the sum of £446.57.

82.
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2007/2008

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1761.

RESOLVED: that; 

(a) the Calendar of Meetings 2007/2008 be approved and the use of the Salt House, West Bay for future meetings be deferred for consideration by the new council, 

(b) the role of the sub committees be considered at a future meeting of the Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee.

83.
2007 CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL
The Town Clerk reported that a special meeting chaired by the Town Mayor was held at Mountfield on 29 March 2007 to assess and ascertain if there was sufficient interest to hold a 2007 Christmas Festival. There was enough interest shown to warrant the arranging of a further meeting on 25 April 2007. In the meantime, Mr Bryan Chant, on behalf of the United Church, had come forward with a questionnaire, which he would distribute to businesses in the town. The Charter Fair Committee were interested in engaging the young people to support the festival. 

The Town Clerk advised that Mr Chant’s initiative has been supported by the council and that it would help to share the costs involved. The Chamber of Trade and Commerce had been good enough to provide their work schedule which will be a help in the organising a festival, should there be sufficient organisations and volunteers interested. There was a need for a co-ordinator to be appointed so as to organise the preparation for and run the proposed festival.  

84.
WEST BAY REGENERATION

The Town Clerk referred to the Special Meeting of the town council which took place on 27 March 2007 to discuss the WDDC options, which as members were aware had been extremely well attended by the general public. The minutes of the meeting had now been circulated and WDDC formally notified of the town council’s view point.

           The Leader of the Council reported that following the special meeting, there had been further discussions by the West Bay community on the outcome and it was generally felt that was there was a need to seek the views of the various interest groups and residents’ representatives on the options now available, either through a public meeting and / or some form of consultation. He suggested that this could be facilitated by BLAP and then to pass these on to WDDC to aid them in their decision making. BLAP had listed consultation in West Bay as one of the supporting activities in their Action Plan for 2007. Statements or representations from other bodies such as the Environment Agency, SWRDA, Jurassic Coast Team and the Architect selected by previous public consultation concerning the Mound building, could be sought.  

          RESOLVED: that the above reports be noted and it is RECOMMENDED that the town council supports the move for BLAP to undertake consultation as outlined above. 
85.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported that:

(a) the Bridport Tennis Club indicated that the charges for court hire for 2007 would be unchanged as from 2006, 

(b) the carnival committee had requested the use of Asker Meadows from 
                      14-20 August 2007, subject to the usual conditions, 

(c)
the St Swithuns Church had reported the annual cost of maintaining the closed churchyard, 


(d) 
the Circus had requested the use of Asker Meadows from 17-28 May 2007, 

(e)
SWEDBAG would be holding a meeting of their executive committee on 

21 September 2007 at 5.00 pm in the Corn Exchange, Dorchester.

86.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Town Mayor announced that his Civic Night would be a concert at the Arts Centre by the Rex Trevett Big Band on the evening of Thursday 26 April 2007.

(b)
The Leader of the Council reported that: 
(i)  Further meetings of the Bridport Local Area Skills and Training (BLAST)

     have taken place  and that the SWRDA representative had agreed to carry over the grant for a Learning Plan to this financial year in order to support the work being undertaken,
(ii) The Heritage Lottery Fund had awarded a grant of £44,000 to the Bridport Heritage Forum, to enable a Fra Newbery exhibition to take place during April 2008. A project manager would now be sought and he thanked the town council for its support and financial assistance for this project.

(c) The Town Clerk advised that: 

(i) the Town Council as a result of (ii) above would provide £1,000 to the Bridport Heritage Forum as a match funder towards the Fra Newbery exhibition in April 2008, 

(ii) the St Vaast La Hougue Twinning Association visit would be taking place on 1 July 2007.

87.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1762, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:

Received

1. DAPTC – Minutes of the Town and Larger

Parish Councils held on 2 February 2007.










2. Western Power Distribution – Quality of 

Supply Report 2006.




13/02/07

3. WDDC – Resources Overview & Scrutiny

Committee 22 February 2007.



15/02/07


4. WDDC – Executive Committee 6 March 2007.

27/02/07

5. Minutes of the SWEDBAG meeting held on 

2 March 2007.



6. WDDC – Audit Committee 14 March 2007.

07/03/07



7. WDDC – Community Overview & Scrutiny

Committee 20 March 2007.



13/03/07

88.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 5 of the 2006/2007 accounts, in the sum of £142,726.69, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

89.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

90.
ANNUAL STAFF REVIEW
Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1763. On discussing various aspects of the office staff and their costs, it was agreed that a further report be submitted to a future meeting of this committee.  
RESOLVED: that the report be received and the recommendations contained therein be approved.
The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 4 July 2007 
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