Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held in the Town Hall, Bridport on Wednesday 4 July 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)



Cllrs:   Miss S.A. Brown

D.G. Rickard



N.K. Cast


R.J. Stoodley




Ms F.K. McKenzie

D.R. Tett




Mrs M.J. Ray


K.G. Wallace

Also in attendance: Cllrs:   G.J. Ackerman, J.D. Hunt, Ms R.C. Kayes, C.D. Wild and Ms S.J. Williams.
1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED: that Cllr C.M. Ray is elected Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2007/2008. 

2.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr K.G. Wallace is elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2007/2008.

PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Robert Ridge drew attention that the indoor skatepark was not part of the South West Quadrant Concept Statement recently announced and he was therefore worried about the long term future of this popular facility, especially if no alternative locations are available.    

3.
APOLOGIES
There were none. 
4.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4 April 2007 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 6 and 10(e) - Cllr Miss S.A. Brown declared a personal interest, as Chairman of the Friends of the Millennium Green. 

Minute 10(e) - Cllr Ms F.K. McKenzie declared a personal interest, as a member of BYPAT. 

Minute 6 - Cllr R.J. Stoodley declared a personal interest, as a Trustee of the Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 

Minute 6 and 10(e) - Cllr D.R. Tett declared a personal interest, as a Trustee of the Millennium Green Trust. 
Minute 12 - Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest, as a member of the West Bay Projects Action Group. 

6.
APPOINTMENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COUNCIL


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1777.

           RECOMMENDED: that the appointments and representatives of the Council as set out below be approved.


Access for All Officer 


Mr D Rockett


Rights of Way Liaison Officer

Cllr G J Ackerman 

Tree Warden




Vacancy

Representatives of Organisations


Dorset Association of Parish and Town
Cllr C D Wild

Councils AGM, Area Committee


Larger Council’s Committee




Museum Trust



Cllr C D Wild








Cllr Ms S J Williams

Age Concern, Bridport


Cllr G J Ackerman

Cllr K G Wallace
Bridport Arts Centre 


Cllr C M Ray

Management Committee      
                     

Bridport Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Cllr R J Stoodley

Management Committee

Bridport Charities Trustees


Cllr P J Colfox







Cllr J D Hunt


Cllr C M Ray






Cllr Mrs M J Ray






Town Mayor – ex officio

Bridport/St Vaast La Hougue

Cllr G J Ackerman

Twinning Association


Cllr D G Rickard





Bridport Chamber of Trade 

Cllr C M Ray
and Commerce



Bridport & West Dorset Sports Trust
Cllr J D Hunt

Management Committee


Bridport Young Persons Action Trust
Cllr P J Colfox
           Bridport Youth Centre


Cllr Ms F K McKenzie

Management Committee







Crime Prevention Panel


Cllr Ms R C Kayes
Bridport Local Area Partnership
Cllr C M Ray

Cllr Mrs M J Ray

Cllr C D Wild




Axe Valley and West Dorset

Cllr Ms F K McKenzie
Ring and Ride Service





Bridport Millennium Green Trust

Cllr D R Tett (until 2 March 2008)

West Dorset Western Area Transport
Cllr Ms R C Kayes
Action Group (WATAG)





Bridport and District Community

Cllr G J Ackerman


Football Partnership





Bridport Local Food Group


Cllr C M Ray

Bridport Heritage Forum


Cllr Ms S J Williams

Bridport and District 


Cllr K G Wallace

Tourism Association




SWEDBAG




Cllr R J Stoodley


Bridport Inter-Agency Panel

Cllr Ms R C Kayes

           Bridport Local Area Skills Training          Cllr J D Hunt



                                                      Cllr Ms R C Kayes

                                                       

Cllr C D Wild
           Flaxhayes Project Panel                           Cllr Ms R C Kayes

                                                                             Nominated Reserve – Cllr Ms F K 







 McKenzie
Steve Rook Memorial Fund

Cllr C M Ray

(part of the Colfox Trust)

West Bay Sea Angling Jetty 

Cllr G J Ackerman

Steering Group



Cllr K G Wallace







Cllr C D Wild

Noted - The representation with the CAB to be clarified, the Good Books Services Trust be contacted, to ascertain if they still require a representative from the town council and when the successor to DDAAS is known, that Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes will be the council’s nominee.
7.
BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

12 June 2007 be received and the recommendations adopted.

RECOMMENDED: the Bridport and West Bay Town Plan Sub Committee be merged with the Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee and that the merger be reviewed in twelve months time.  
8.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

5 June 2007 be received and the recommendation adopted.
9.
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS – YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2007

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1779.

RECOMMENDED: that the draft accounts be agreed and referred to Council for approval. 
10.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1778, be approved as follows: -  

(a) South Street Allotments: that the trees be felled and the site cleared at a cost of 

     £1,200 and the two allotments let to new tenants. 
(b) Plottingham Workshops: that both roofs be replaced, removing the asbestos 

      and a potential health risk. The new covering to be a metal coated sheet roofing fixed to the existing timbers, giving the workshops a life span of 25 years at a cost of £3,500 and £4,000 respectively.

(c) Play Areas: that the old matting surfacing be removed and upgraded to the new wet pour surfacing at Flaxhayes, Skilling Oval and Court Orchard at a cost of £3,000 per area.

(d) Graffiti Wall Plottingham: that a figure of £500 be made available to provide the 

      specialist spray paints, from the playgrounds budget.

(e) Rex Trevett Memorial Mountfield: that the location near the south eastern corner of the Mountfield building and that a figure of £400 is allocated by the Town Council towards the cost of the memorial be agreed.

           (f) the items reported for information be noted.
11.
JOINT CHANGING ROOMS PROJECT: 

BRIDPORT FC COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

The Town Clerk confirmed that the Bridport FC Community Partnership had obtained a grant of £247,000 from the Football Trust and together with Section 106 money and other grants, they would now appear to have sufficient funds to finance the long awaited scheme. The council’s agreed contribution towards the scheme being £25,000 as well as considerable help in kind. The Town Surveyor reported that the easement for the diversion of the mains gas supply was near completion and that the St Mary’s football pitch maintenance during the closed season has been upgraded in accordance with the Bingley Turf Institute recommendations.
12.
WEST BAY
The Town Clerk reported that following the calling in of the West Dorset District Council (WDDC) Executive Committee decision of 22 May 2007 and the consideration by the WDDC Special Ad Hoc Committee on 14 June 2007, he had contacted Dr David Evans to clarify what the district councils’ response was to the town council’s resolutions arising from the 26 March 2007 Special Council Meeting.  He outlined the various points arising from the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting and advised that he would circulate the letter to all town councillors received from David Evans in order that they can study the details provided. In addition, he advised that he had not yet received the minutes of the Special Ad Hoc Committee meeting.


Considerable discussion ensued and a number of members expressed concern at the closure of the esplanade for parking by visitors, the lost opportunity regarding the mound, public toilet provision and the situation appertaining to the provision of the Sea Angling Jetty, which should have been provided at the outset during the recently completed sea defence works.

           The Leader, Cllr C.D. Wild, read out a statement which summarised the town council’s position in the light of the WDDC deliberations.

13.
SOUTH WEST QUADRANT

Councillors considered the report of the Director of Planning and Environment for the Executive Committee of West Dorset District Council, ENCL: 1794. The Committee were pleased that the tenants and businesses have received a presentation from Morgan Carey concerning the Concept Statement. On considering the matter of a presentation to the town council, it was generally felt that this should take place after the public exhibition that was planned or once the exhibition had commenced. Members preferred this option to having a private presentation before the public had the opportunity to see the proposed plans.

RECOMMENDED: that the West Dorset District Council be requested that the presentation to the town council is arranged after the public meeting /exhibition or once the exhibition had commenced, whichever was convenient to the Architects.
14.
REVISED CODE OF CONDUCT

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1792.

RECOMMENDED: that the Town Council is recommended to adopt the revised Code of Conduct including paragraph 12(2).   
15.
LOAN OF PAINTING

The Town Clerk reported that a Mr Martin Cox wished to loan a painting depicting Fire Service history in Bridport, so that the painting could be seen and enjoyed by the public. He showed the painting to the committee and advised that should they accept the offer, the painting would need to be insured (the council’s insurers had extended the insurance cover at no cost, since it had been in possession, pending a decision from the council). 
RESOLVED: that;           
(a) Mr Martin Cox be thanked for the offer of the loan of the painting,
           (b) the Town Surveyor be asked to locate a suitable position for the painting either in the Town Hall or Mountfield.

16.
ANNUAL SITE VISIT

It was RESOLVED that the Recreation and Open Spaces Task Force be asked to routinely invite all town councillors on an “as and when” basis on the occasion(s) they undertake site visits.
17.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported that:

(a) The Citizens’ Advice Bureau had conveyed their thanks for our contribution of the cost of a replacement computer,   
(b) The Town Hall would be open 6 – 16 September 2007, as part of the Heritage Open Days and Dorset Architectural Week, as part of the wider event being organised by The Civic Trust in partnership with English Heritage. He suggested that this would also be a useful introduction leading into the Fra Newbery exhibition in April 2008. 

18.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Leader advised that Ms Crystal Johnson had been appointed by the   Heritage Forum as the co-ordinator for the Fra Newbery exhibition, to be held in April 2008,
(b) The Town Mayor announced that the Charter Fair event would take place on Saturday 7 July 2007 and that his Civic Service will be held on Sunday 15 July 2007 at 6.30pm at St Mary’s Church,  

(c) The Town Clerk advised:

(i)  that the National Association of Local Councils was holding its annual conference in Bournemouth between 5 and 7 October 2007 and that as the conference is being held close by, that it would present a good opportunity for members to attend and to make themselves au fait with the national issues affecting local councils,
(ii) Cllr Tett had drawn his attention to Millennium Green Trust Chairman’s Report which is listed under Agenda item 20.   
19.
TOWN CRIER’S REPORT

Councillors considered the first report of the new Town Crier, Mrs Jane Silver-
Corren, ENCL. 1793.


RESOLVED: that the Town Crier be thanked for her report and for it to be received.
20.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1780, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors                                                                                                     
                                                                                                            Received

1.
Bridport Area Older People’s Forum Newsletter no. 18

02/04/2007


2.
WDDC Executive Committee Agenda – 17 April 2007

10/04/2007

3. DAPTC April Minutes and June Agenda





4.
MSC Napoli Response Centre Update



22/06/2007

5. 
Dorset Strategic Partnership Spring 2007 Newsletter




6. 
Millennium Green Trust Chairman’s Report






7. 
Millennium Green Trust Accounts – 31 March 2007



Supplementary List







Received


a.
MSC Napoli Update – 26 June 2007 

From the MSC Napoli Response Centre



26/06/2007

b. NALC – National Council 26 June 2007 -                                 04/07/2007
Report of the Chief Executive







21.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 1 of the 2007/2008 accounts, in the sum of £145,371.95, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.
22.
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.

23.
STAFFING MATTERS

Consideration was given to ENCL: 1796.

RESOLVED: that the recommendations be approved.
The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.


The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 19 September 2007
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