Minutes of the MEETING of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held in the Town Hall, Bridport on Wednesday 5 July 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Cllr 
C.M. Ray (Chairman)

Cllrs:   Miss S.A. Brown

R.J. Stoodley

           A.J. Fifield


D.R. Tett

Ms F.K. McKenzie

K.G. Wallace

Mrs M.J. Ray




Also in attendance: Cllrs: G.J. Ackerman and C.D. Wild. 

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED: that Cllr C.M. Ray is elected Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2006/2007. 

2.
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED: that Cllr A.J Fifield is elected Vice Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2006/2007.

PUBLIC FORUM

Mrs Monica Burt felt that the proposed £1 Million reduction in the Dorset County Council Social Services budget was effectively ‘shooting themselves in the foot’ and would impact on the carers as much as the people who would need the care. She considered that the decision should be subject to an urgent rethink.

Mr Gavin Maxwell, speaking on behalf of the Bridport Health Alliance, reiterated the comments of Mrs Burt. He felt that the proposed reductions would be a catastrophic blow to integrated care on many fronts. It would be an astonishing decision that will only weaken services.   

Mr Billy Bragg raised concerns about Beach Safety in West Bay and along the local coastline generally to Burton Bradstock. He particularly felt that the signage warning the general public of the dangers was not specific enough in respect of the wave action, particularly relevant in situations when young children were playing close to the seashore. He asked if the Town Council could write to West Dorset District Council to suggest both improved signage and to consider the provision of lifeguards.  

Mr Mike Harvey, speaking on behalf of the Chamber of Trade and Commerce, raised a number of issues. He thanked the Town Council for raising the profile of parking and congestion within the town and suggested a number of points with regard to future transport needs and solutions.  The Chamber was strongly of the opinion that town centre toilets should be maintained.  He requested investigation into bird proof containers in respect of the seagull nuisance.  In respect of the South West Quadrant they are disturbed by the idea of 180 houses on the site and the impact this amount of housing would have on the town’s infrastructure.  They were of the view that the development should plan for the future and safeguard areas such as a new covered home for the Farmers’ Market, railway station for the proposed light railway link, which could also be used as temporary car parks whilst they were awaiting development. The Chamber was worried about the lack of public consultation on the proposals.      

3.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Mrs G.L. Fifield and H.B. Samuel. 

4.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 5 April 2006 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Minute 14(c). Cllr A.J. Fifield declared a personal interest, as he is associated with two community bodies involved in this project. 

Minute 15. Cllr R.J. Stoodley declared a personal interest being a member of the Royal British Legion.

Minute 17. Cllr. K.G. Wallace declared a personal interest being an NHS employee.

Minute 14(c). Cllr C.D. Wild declared a personal interest being a member of the community project action group for West Bay. 

6.
APPOINTMENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COUNCIL


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1646.

           RECOMMENDED: that the appointments and representatives of the Council as set out below be approved.


Access for All Officer 


Mr D Rockett


Rights of Way Liaison Officer

Cllr Mrs C L Clare

Tree Warden




Vacancy

Town Crier                                                Vacancy


Representatives of Organisations


Dorset Association of Parish and Town


Councils AGM, Area Committee


Larger Council’s Committee

Cllr R H Nicholls


Museum Trust



Cllr Mrs C A Murless








Cllr C D Wild

School Governing Body

           St Catherine’s (RC) VA


Cllr H B Samuel
until 2006

Age Concern, Bridport


Cllr G J Ackerman

Cllr Mrs S A Bagnall

Bridport Arts Centre 


Cllr Mrs M J Ray

Management Committee      
                     

Bridport Citizens’ Advice Bureau

Cllr R J Stoodley

Management Committee

Bridport Charities Trustees


Cllr Mrs C A Murless

Cllr C M Ray






Cllr Mrs M J Ray

Cllr H B Samuel






Town Mayor – ex officio

Bridport/St Vaast La Hougue

Cllr G J Ackerman

Twinning Association


Cllr H B Samuel





Bridport Chamber of Trade 

and Commerce
Cllr R.H. Nicholls


Bridport & West Dorset Sports Trust
Cllr Mrs C A Murless


Management Committee


Bridport Young Persons Action Trust
Cllr Ms F K McKenzie


Bridport Youth Centre


Cllr H B Samuel


Management Committee







Crime Prevention Panel


Cllr A L G Harrison

Bridport Local Area Partnership
Cllr C D Wild 

Cllr C M Ray

Cllr A J Fifield





Axe Valley and West Dorset

Cllr Mrs G L Fifield

Ring and Ride Service





Bridport Millennium Green Trust

Cllr D R Tett (until 2 March 2008)

Good Books Services Trust

Cllr R J Stoodley

West Dorset Western Area Transport
Cllr Mrs S A Bagnall

Action Group (WATAG)





Bridport and District Community

Cllr. G J Ackerman


Football Partnership





Dorset Drug and Alcohol


Cllr. A J Fifield

Advisory Service

Bridport Local Food Group


Cllr. C M Ray

Bridport Heritage Forum


Cllr. Mrs. C A Murless


Bridport and District 


Cllr K G Wallace

Tourism Association




SWEDBAG




Cllr. R J Stoodley


7.
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1647. Members welcomed the reports and considered them to be informative. It also reflected the additional activities and work undertaken by town councillors.

RESOLVED: that the reports received be noted and that those outstanding be considered at a future meeting of this committee.

8.
SERVICES ADMINISTERED BY THE SURVEYOR
RESOLVED: that the report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL.1632, be noted and approved as follows,  

(a) Play and Amenity Area - Mower: that a Muthing MU-E2m flail with hydraulic side shaft is purchased at a cost of £3,050 from Medland, Sanders and Twose.

(b) HMS Bridport: that the landing lobby at the Town Hall be allocated for memorabilia and that the Museum be contacted with a view to incorporating additional artefacts that they hold. 

(c) Mountfield – Seats and Bins: that 

(i) the seat and bin are re-sited to the benefit of the adjoining properties and the owner thanked for their donation, and

(ii) if the problem persists, that the further preventative action be taken.
(d) Tree Warden: that a native tree be planted in the Riverside Gardens in recognition of the former Tree Warden’s service and for the tree to be sited so as not to jeopardise any possibility for the future provision of a play area.

(e) Peter Foote Play Area – Broadmead Avenue: that a new length of fencing is    

     erected at an estimated cost of £1,000 subject to the hedge being cut back by 

     the tenants/owner and this work to coincide with the erection of the fence.
(f)  Skatepark: noted that the newly installed apparatus cost £886 and the volunteers be thanked for their efforts. 
(g) CCTV: noted that the current maintenance contract, in its fifth and final year, will need to be renegotiated. 

9.
JOINT CHANGING ROOMS PROJECT: 

BRIDPORT FC COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1643. The Town Clerk drew members’ attention to the Feasibility Study and Business Plan produced by the Bridport FC Community Partnership and the proposed re-routing of the gas main, which was part of the documents, laid on the table under Agenda item 19. 
RESOLVED: that 
(a) the cost of the professional fees incurred to date by the Bridport FC Community Partnership be shared on a 50/50 basis and the £1,615.62 be met from the contingency fund,

(b) should the Bridport FC Community Partnership be successful in securing the funds to proceed with joint changing rooms that the £25K contribution set aside by the town council be released on a stage payment basis as approved,

(c) an easement be granted to permit the proposed diversion of the gas supply to the new changing rooms.

10.
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS – YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2006

Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1644.

RECOMMENDED: that the draft accounts be approved, and referred to Council for approval. 
RESOLVED: that the Best Value and Scrutiny Sub Committee review the detailed accounts during the formulation process of the ensuing years budget.  

11.
BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB COMMITTEE

           The Town Clerk drew member’s attention to the Audit Plan 2006/2007.


RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

15 June 2006 be received and the recommendations adopted.

12.
BRIDPORT AND WEST BAY TOWN PLAN SUB COMMITTEE

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Sub Committee held on 

6 June 2006 be received and the recommendations adopted.
Councillors welcomed the final version of the 2006 Retail Health Check (including West Bay) and the updated Bridport and West Bay Town Plan. These two reports would be referred to Council for final ratification.

13.
ANNUAL SITE VISIT

It was RESOLVED that this should take place in the South West Quadrant following the appointment of the new Town Surveyor. 

14.
WEST BAY
(a) Beach Safety: Councillors considered this item immediately after the Public Forum. Concern was expressed concerning the standardised wording on the beach safety signs and the need for more explicit wordings to highlight the dangers of undertow, which exist at West Bay and along the Chesil Bank. Other safety measures such as warning flags and the provision of lifeguards was discussed.


RESOLVED: that the Town Council writes to the West Dorset District Council concerning Beach Safety. 


(b) Salt House, ENCL: 1650:  RESOLVED: that the draft Heads of Terms be approved, with the responsibility of the maintenance of the roof remaining with the West Dorset District Council.  


(c) Proposed Play Area, ENCL: 1658: 

                Members discussed the different aspects of involving the community artist and the young people from the Bridport Youth and Community Centre in the design of the proposed play area and ensuring that a thematic approach was adopted. It was also recognised that bespoke designs of play equipment can often be expensive to purchase and maintain. There was however much to be gained from a joint approach but the town council should reserve its right to have the last say on the overall costs of the project and its future maintenance.

               The Town Clerk advised that progress had been made with WDDC in respect of the draft heads of terms for leasing the area of land for the play area. WDDC have advertised their intention to dispose of the land by way of lease for the provision of the children’s play area. Following this procedure it was hoped that a draft heads of terms could be submitted to the next meeting of this committee. 

                RESOLVED: that the above reports be received and that when further details are known that they are submitted to a future meeting of this committee for approval.


(d) Community Projects: 

The Leader of the Council reported that limited progress has been made following the abandonment of the Mound Building at West Bay. The Environment Agency has yet to respond to WDDC methodology proposals for a strategic flood risk assessment. As a result of the strategic flood risk assessment, it was unlikely that the Boat Park could be sold and that the tenants would likely remain in place and this in turn would reduce the amount of money available for the overall regeneration scheme. 

15.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported receipt of the following letters from:

(a) the Artzone Project, the Operatic Workshop and the Millennium Centre, thanking the Town Council for valuable grant assistance,   
(b) Dorset County Council that the Street Lighting request on Footpath 3 in Victoria Grove was not towards the top of their priority list, 

(c) West Dorset District Council concerning a licence renewal in respect of the Royal British Legion Hall in Victoria Grove.

16.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Town Mayor announced that:

(i) the Bridport Food Festival was to take place over the coming weekend in Asker Meadows, and that

(ii) 
his Civic Service is to take place on 16 July 2006 at 6.30pm at St Mary’s Church.  

(b) The Town Clerk reported that the Twinning Association requested that the flag of St Vaast La Hougue and the Tricolour be flown from the Town Hall and Mountfield on the July 15 Bastille Day celebrations.

RESOLVED: that this request be approved.

17.
BRIDPORT AMBULANCE STATION


Councillors considered ENCL: 1657. Members considered that further information and dialogue was required with the Ambulance Trust.

RESOLVED: that the town council would welcome a meeting with the Ambulance Trust to resolve outstanding queries from councillors.
18.
THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (INDEMNITIES FOR MEMBERS AND OFFICERS) ORDER 2004


Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1639.


RESOLVED: that the report be noted and approved.

19.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
The following documents, ENCL. 1645, were laid on the table for inspection by Town Councillors:

                                                                                                            Received

1. Environment Agency – Living on the Edge.

2. WDDC – Executive Committee 23 May 2006.


16/05/06

3. WDDC – Executive Committee 23 May 2006 –

Agenda Item 5 – West Dorset Community Plan 

and Review of Policy for Local Area Partnerships.

16/05/06

4. WDDC – Executive Committee 23 May 2006 –

Agenda Item 7 - Development Control Performance.

16/05/06

5.
Charter 88 Campaign for a modern and fair democracy.
25/05/06

6.
National Association of British Market Authorities – 

The voice of local authority markets June 2006.


21/06/06

7.
Allington Parish Plan 2006.

8.
Bridport Area Older People’s Forum Newsletter No.15.
22/06/06

9. Bridport and District Community Football Partnership –

Business Plan and Feasibility Study.

10.
WDDC – Executive Committee 29 June 2006.


22/06/06

11.
Dorset Coast Forum Spring Meeting 2006.


Supplementary List







Received



a.
Southern Gas Networks – re Bridport Football Partnership.
02/06/06

b.
NALC – Chief Executive’s Report.



20/06/06

c. Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership – 

Pride of Place Making the Most of Dorset’s Environment.

20.
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Town Clerk presented List 1 of the 2006/2007 accounts, in the sum of £139,234.02, which had been authorised for payment since the last meeting. This having been tabled for member’s information was approved and signed by the Chairman.

21.
STAFFING MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported that he had received interest regarding the voluntary positions of Tree Warden and Town Crier. He suggested that it would be appropriate for a small group of councillors to form an interviewing panel in order to meet the applicants and conduct interviews with them.

RESOLVED: that two interview panels comprising three town councillors be formed to meet and interview the applicants for the voluntary positions of Tree Warden and Town Crier.

22.
PROPERTY MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported that the Dorset County Council had approved the freehold transfer of the Riverside Gardens to the Town Council at nil cost, with the legal fees to be shared on a 50/50 basis.

RESOLVED: that the report be received and the transfer of the freehold of Riverside Gardens from Dorset County Council be approved on the above basis.

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 20 September 2006
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