
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,
           Bridport on Monday 7 January 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms R.C. Kayes (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

C.M. Ray
J.D. Hunt


C.D. Wild





P.J. Lathey


Ms S.J. Williams






M.P. Parsons



Also in attendance: Cllrs D.G. Rickard and D.R. Tett.

PUBLIC FORUM


Application No.1/D/07/002095 59 East Street - Change of Use of Ground Floor from Retail to Restaurant.

The applicants Mr S. Frigon and Mr S. Badger explained their reasons for submitting the application and for wishing to establish a new mediterranean style restaurant in the town. It was emphasised that the Premises Licence application stated that there would be no disco or musical performance of any type.  They considered this to be an ideal location for a restaurant.


The following persons also spoke in support of the application: Mr T. Smith. Mr J. Bredemear, Ms C. Burgass, Mr J. Burgass, Mr R. Thompson and Ms Oldridge.

72.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs M.J. Ray. Councillor Miss S.A. Brown, although not a member of the Committee, also submitted her apologies.
73.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 3 December 2007 were confirmed as a correct and true record and signed by the Chairman.

74.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor D.R. Tett, although not a member of the Committee, declared a personal, non-prejudicial interest in application no. 1/D/07/002095 59 East Street - Change of Use of Ground Floor from Retail to Restaurant. He and his wife were friends of one of the applicant's in-laws.

75.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following supplementary information had been sent to all members prior to the meeting in respect of the following application:

1/D/07/002101 - Land to the rear of 108-114 West Bay Road

Letters from J. Buckle, West Bay Road; Mr and Mrs Carey, West Bay Road; Mr and Mrs Tuck, West Bay Road; Mr and Mrs Farmer, West Bay Road, and the applicant Mr Jennings. Photographs submitted by Mr and Mrs Farmer were also circulated at the meeting.

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedules A1, A2 and B1 be forwarded to the District Council Planning Officer. 
76.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1852. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.  

77.
MEMBERS’ TRAINING
Simon Ludgate, Principal Planning Officer from West District Council, briefed members on planning policies, District Council procedures, and the role of the Town Council in the planning process. He answered questions from members and highlighted the following issues:

· Planning permissions were now valid for 3 years not 5, as previously.

· The use of site notices had been reduced. For most householder applications, notifications were now only sent to adjoining properties or those directly opposite the site. A notice would not always be posted at the site.
· The Scheme of Delegation - major and minor schemes will go to Committee where the Town Council object, and the recommendation is to grant. For all "other" applications (70-80% of applications) if the Town Council objects and the recommendation is to approve, then the Director, in consultation with the Chairman of Development Control, will take the decision on whether it should go to Committee. 

· When making comments, the Town Council should try to relate its recommendations back to planning policies including the Local Plan. Also members were advised to include positive as well as negative comments and not list too many points which could detract from the major issues of concern.

· It was still possible to raise objections to a planning application on technical grounds, even when the technical officer had no objections. As an example, it was possible to object on highways grounds where County Highways had no objections. The Town Council could present its arguments on the grounds of loss of amenity but would need to present evidence to back up its arguments.
· Planning approvals now included the reasons for the decision.

· The District Council was now devoting increased resources to enforcement and more cases were being pursued.

Simon was thanked for his attendance and for a very useful session.

78.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported on the following matters: -
(a) 
the Town Council had been notified of amendments made to the plans for the following two applications (The Town Council had no objections to the original applications):

· 18 Queens Road   - erect single storey extension

· 125 Victoria Grove - erect two storey extension.

(b)
Minerals Core Strategy Consultation - there did not seem to be any reference to the Bridport area and the Town Council did not need to respond.
(c)
West Dorset District Council had issued a public invitation asking for suggestions for any new sites for housing.

.

79.
DOCUMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE
Councillors considered a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL. 1858. 

RESOLVED: that the documents laid on the table be noted.
The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.


The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 4 February 2008
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