
MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANS COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,
Bridport on Monday 8 September 2008 at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT
Cllr 
Ms S.J. Williams (in the Chair)


Cllrs:
G.J. Ackerman

  
C.M. Ray
J.D. Hunt


  
Mrs M.J. Ray
P.J. Lathey



C.D. Wild


M.P. Parsons
PUBLIC FORUM

Simon Williams commented that the objections lodged by the St Andrews Residents Association to the Travis Perkins site still stood and any proposed highways amendments, which he had not seen, would not affect the highways objections that had been raised. 
Paul Lashmar and Sue Adams supported Simon Williams in emphasising the concerns in relation to the Travis Perkins site application.

The Town Clerk reported that the Travis Perkins application was only included on this agenda to notify members of an amended plan. He had been advised by the Planner that this was a technical amendment and that the District Council was not expecting the Town Council to comment. The Town Council's objection to the application therefore stood and members were not being asked to comment further.

Nigel Jones spoke on behalf of the applicant in support of A1/11, 1584L Royal Oak. He said that the scheme had been discussed and agreed with the Design and Conservation Officer.

The Chairman thanked the public speakers for their comments.

30.
APOLOGIES
An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Cllr Ms R.C. Kayes.
31.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4 August 2008 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

32.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor G. J. Ackerman declared a personal interest in application B1, New Zealand Works site due to working in a property accessed via Folly Mill Lane. It was not prejudicial as the item was for information only and not for discussion.
Councillor J.D. Hunt declared a personal interest in application B1, New Zealand Works site due to living in a property accessed via Folly Mill Lane. It was not prejudicial as the item was for information only and not for discussion.
Councillors C.M. Ray and Mrs M.J. Ray declared a personal and prejudicial interest in application A1/7, 1522 Old Hospital field, as they recently attended a social event hosted by the landowner. They left the room during consideration of this application.

Councillor C.D. Wild declared a personal interest in the applications B1 and B2 - New Zealand Works site and Travis Perkins site. It was not prejudicial as the items were for information only and not for discussion.

33.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

A letter was reported from the occupier of Monteith House, North Street in respect of applications A1/5, 1482 and A1/6, 1484 Victoria Grove.
RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached schedule A1 be forwarded to the District Council.

The amended plans for the two applications on the B list were noted without comment.
34.
PLANNING DECISIONS
      The Town Clerk reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL.1942. 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted.
35.
PROPOSED CHANGES TO PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT 6: PLANNING FOR TOWN CENTRES - CONSULTATION

The Town Clerk reported the Government's intention to amend this Planning Policy Statement and particularly its proposed changes to the tests for out of town retail development. Members expressed some concern at any changes that might be seen to lessen the protection of town centres, such as the removal of the "needs" test.
RESOLVED: that any representations West Dorset District Council makes to the Government, on the changes to Planning Policy Statement 6, should emphasise that the changes should not lessen the current protection under this policy for town centres.

36.
REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY

The Town Clerk reported that the closing date for consultation on changes to the Regional Spatial Strategy for the South West was 17 October. When more information was obtained on the implications for this area, it would be reported to the full Council and the next meeting of this Committee, if necessary, to allow a response to be made.

RESOLVED: that the timetable for responses be noted. This matter to be reported to full Council and the next meeting of this Committee, if necessary, to agree a response on behalf of the Town Council.
37.
DAPTC AGM MOTIONS

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 1943.

Members generally supported the motion on planning enforcement submitted by Chideock Parish Council, but asked for further clarification on the motion about retrospective planning applications submitted by Piddle Valley Parish Council, before the full Council confirms the responses.


RECOMMEND: that the full Council be asked to agree a response to both motions, taking account of the comments of this Committee, as set out above. 
38.
COMMUNICATIONS
The Town Clerk reported for information, the refusal of planning permission for the flagpole and flag at 59, East Street.
39.
NAMING OF STREETS
There were no issues to report.
The meeting closed at 8.14 p.m.

The next meeting of the Plans Committee will be held on 6 October 2008
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