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The 

New 

Chapel

Opened Sunday 9th March 1794 



Rev Thomas 

Howe 

The founding 

Minister of 

the New 

Chapel 



A time of 

flourishing 

in the 1800s



Rev. 

Russell 

Lant 

Carpenter 

Minister:

1864-1888



Frederick 

Douglass 

1818–1895



Frederick 

Douglass 

1818–1895



Mary 

Carpenter 

3 April 1807 –

14 June 1877



Alice Lee 

Colfox

2.4. 1856 -

21.10. 1933



1942







A fervent 

wish for our 

future…

‘…I pray Almighty God, that zeal for the 
cause of Unitarianism, which I most firmly 
believe to be the cause of Truth, and strictly
Evangelical, however at times it may appear 
to languish, may never die at Bridport.’ 

Thomas Collins Colfox 

1755-1835

One of the founders of 

the New Chapel, Chapel 

in the Garden.



References:

Rev. Basil Short - A Respectable Society, Bridport 1593-1835
(Minister at Bridport 1968-80)

The Colfox Family Papers by Evelyn Helen Chichester Halls 
(Colfox) documenting Colfox History 1550-1954 (PDF in 
circulation by request)

Online Articles:
“If You Don’t Go To Chapel You Will Never Get On Here”
Cecil Amor, Hon President, Bridport History Society.
http://www.marshwoodvale.com/history-
community/2019/09/if-you-dont-go-to-chapel-you-will-never-
get-on-here/

“Two men, one name” By Cecil Amor in the Marshwood Vale 
Magazine. http://www.marshwoodvale.com/history-
community/2016/07/two-men-one-name-by-cecil-amor/

Professor Karen Hunt for Bridport Museum: Bridport and 
Slavery
https://www.bridportmuseum.co.uk/bridport-slavery/

http://www.marshwoodvale.com/history-community/2019/09/if-you-dont-go-to-chapel-you-will-never-get-on-here/
http://www.marshwoodvale.com/history-community/2016/07/two-men-one-name-by-cecil-amor/
https://www.bridportmuseum.co.uk/bridport-slavery/


Finding 
treasures…



An 

affectionate 

letter from 

the retired 

minister 

Rev. 

P.Harwood

1840




