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In 1662, two thousand clergymen of the Church of England were
ejected from their livings because they could not accept
the conditions of the new Act of Uniformity. Among
them were the Rev. John Eaton, Rector of Bridport,
and the Rev. Joseph Hallett , Rector of Chesle boraugh,
who was born in Bridport and returned to Bridport
after his ejection from Chesleborough. It 1s thought,
though not proved, that John Eaton and Joseph
Hallett gathered a group of sympathisers around
them ; but the first public meebings organised by
Brl'dport Dissenters oceyrred in 1672, when Richard
Downe, another ejecked clergyman, licensed a house
as a place o{r‘warsiu'p. This house was gradually
altered Eill it assumed the character of an old
Dissenting "eeki-"g House . The congrepation gréw
and flourished. In 1742, during the miis try of the
Rev. Thomas Collins, an attempt was made to induce
Mr. Collins Eo declare his belief in the Godhead of
Jesus ; he refused , whereupon a porkion of the
congregation withdrew and started the society now
known as the Bridport (Conpregational Church. The
majority continued under the leadership of

Mr. Collins , and his successors, and skill continues
on the basis that neither minister nor members
shall be bound by bthe words of ancient creeds aand

confessions , but shall be free to seek bruth from whatever
quarter it may come . The present Chapel was erected
in 1794, and liturgical services (an innovation
among D-'ssenl:ers) were introduced about the same
time. The Sunday School began in a private house
prior to [B1%5, and Sunday School Luildings were
opened tn 1841, The old liturgical services, being
m.‘t of print , were discontinued in 1866, when the
Liburgy now in use was introduced . (eRra, i1948).
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Ministers of the Chapel, 1672-
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Richard Downe
Samuel Baker

Robert Drewett
Thomas Collins
William Sutton

George Waters
Thomas Howe

George Barker Wawne
J.G. Teggin (Assistant)
Robert Cree

Philip Harwood
Samuel Wood

E.B. Maclellan

John Lettis Short
Russell Lant Carpenter
John Davies (Assistant)
Henry Shaen Solly
W.L. Tucker

G. Randall Jones
Lawrence Hallworth
E. Basil Short

John S. Keggen
Jeffrey Bowes
Roderick Dixon
Roger P. Booth
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AT A MEETING OF TEACHERS

IN THE

Writarian Sunday School, Bridport,

THE FOLLOWING RULES WERE UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED.

RUOLES.

L—The Scholars shall assemble every Sunday morning at 9.30, and every
Sunday afternoon at 2 o'clock.

I1.—No Child shall be admitted into the School under 6 years of age.

II1.—Any Scholar, absent more than four successive Sundays, to be dismissed, unless
any sufficient reason for absence be given to the Superintendent, or Teacher.

IV.—The Scholars to be moved into different classes, accqyding to heir improvement,
by the Superintendent and Teachers after consultation at half yearly meeting.

V.—The Scholars to return their books before leaving thte School, or moving into
another class. .

VI.—The teachers are to inform the Superintendent during the week, if not able to

attend, or to find substitutes.

VIL—No teacher to leave the Class until the School be dismissed.

VIIL—Neither reading nor lesson books to be lent out of the School.

IX.—The Superintendent gnd two of the Teachers to be annually chosen to form part
of a General Committee, who shall hold quarterly meetings to transact the
business of the School.

X.—There shall be a general Depot, at Mr. Male's, for all the books (of both Schools)

when not in use, the Depot shall be under his management, and he shall
mend and cover the books charging the cost to the funds.

XI.—Books frox‘n the Depot shall be attainable only by application to the Committee,
at their quarterly meeting, or to the Superintendent during the quarter,
and shall be returned to the Depot when done with. '

XII.—A half yearly meeting of the Teachers in the Girls' School, and a quarterly

meeting of the Teachers in the Boy's School
i Pl ¥ chool, shall be held for the

[MavE, PRINTER.]

CENTENARY

OF THE BUILDING OF THE

Unitarian Chapel, Brivport.

DIVINE SERVICE will be held in the Chapel

On FRIDAY, Mﬁnculzthe 9th, 1894,
REV. BROORE HERPORD DD, OF LONDON.

A PUILIC IVACETING wo oo e TOWN HOALL

When the Chair will be taken at 7 pm. by W. Colfox, Hsq, JP.

= ADDRESSES will be dellvere . on the following subjects:—
« X Short History of the Congr3gation,” by Mr. T. K. COLFOX.

+ What the last hundred years have tai ght us about the Bible,”
by Rey. J. F. SMITH, of Bristol.

- What the last hundred years have taug: 't us about Religion$ other than gur own,”
Professor J. E. CARFENTER, M.A,, of Oxford.

«The Divisions and the Reunion of Chi jstendom,”
by Rev. BROOKE HERFORD, D.D., of London.

«The Outlook for our Young Peogle,"
by Rey. JEFFERY WORTHINGTON, B.A,, of Taunton.

« Our Nonconformist Lineage.” )
by Rey. F. K. FREESTON, of London.
« greed and Priest in Public Schools,”
by Rev. W. COPELAND BOWIE, Member of London School Board.

[,UNCHEON at the Bull Hotel, chair taken by HENRY RENDALL, Esq,, J.P.
. at 2 o'clock. Tickets, 2s. 8d. each. ' ’ '
TEA in the School-room, Rax l.ane, at 5.30, Tickets, 6d. each.

ALL ARE CORDJALLY ENVITEE.

THOM i
T. OA Ié(S)L%(oA)E:E, | Chapel Wardens.
s

W. & E. FROST, PRINTERS BY GAS POWER, WAARFEDALE WORKS, WEST STREET, BRIDPORT.

Dated February 19th, 1804,

A TIME OF
FLOURISHING
IN THE 1800S
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LANT
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MINISTER:
1864-1888




FREDERICK
DOUGLASS
1818-1895




FREDERICK
DOUGLASS
1818-1895




MARY
CARPENTER

3 APRIIL 1807 —
14 JUNK 1877




ALICE LEEK
COLFOX

2.4. 1856 -
21.10. 1933
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i
THE-"PANEL BELOW was broken on
the first Sunday in August, 1948,
when the congregation, being
engaged in prayer, was disturbed
by a sudden Air Raid, in which
the Chapel was badly damaged. No
member of the congregation was
killed or injured, and all the
damage has been repaired, except
this one Panel, smashed by the
fragments of stone hurled through
one of the west windows by a bomb
which fell near the Chapel. The
Panel 1is left as it is, a record
of a merciful deliverance.
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Ju Wobtug IHemorp of
RUSSELL ILANT CARPENTER B.A.
A FAITHFUL FOLLOWER OF CHRIST,
GENTLE, CHIVALROUS AND EARNEST,
A STRENUOUS ADVOCATE OF PEACE
WHILST BOLD IN DEFENCE OF THE WEAK AND OPPRESSED
HIS SYMPATHY FOR WHOM WAS BOUNDED BY NO HRACE OR CLIME
HE FOSTERED INDEPENDENCE AND PUBLIC SPIRIT
AMONGST HIS FELLOW TOWNSMEN,
LEADING THEM TO ESTABLISH MANY
AND SPARED NOT HIS STR
NOR THE POWERS OF A RICHLY CULTURED
IN THE SERVICE OF TRUTH AND

MIND
RIGHTEOUSNESS.
BORN AT EXETER, DECEMBER 17 ™ 1816,
DIED AT BRIDPORT, JANUARY 1571882,

THIS TABLET IS ERECTED BY THE CONG rTON

OF WHICH HE WAS THE LOVED AND HONOURED MINISTER

FROM 18635 TO 1888,

INSTITUTIONS,

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
ALICE LEE COLFOX.
BORN 3RP APRIL. 1856,
DIED 9TH OCTOBER. 1936.

A LIFELONC WORSHIPPER AND WORKER IN
THIS CHAPEL AND ITS SUNDAY SCHOOL.

BY HER SIMPLE COODNESS SHE MADE
IT EASIER FOR OTHERS TO BE COOD.




A FERVENT
WISH FOR OUR
FUTUREK...

‘... pray Almighty God, that zeal for the
cause of Unitarianism, which | most firmly
believe to be the cause of Truth, and strictly
Evangelical, however at times it may appear
to languish, may never die at Bridport.

THOMAS COLLINS COLFOX
1755-1835

ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF
THE NEW CHAPEIL, CHAPEL
IN THE GARDEN.




BASIL. SHOR

cA Respectable Society

Bridport 1593-1835

References:

Rev. Basil Short - A Respectable Society, Bridport 1593-1835
(Minister at Bridport 1968-80)

The Colfox Family Papers by Evelyn Helen Chichester Halls
(Colfox) documenting Colfox History 1550-1954 (PDF in
circulation by request)

Online Articles:

“If You Don’t Go To Chapel You Will Never Get On Here”

Cecil Amor, Hon President, Bridport History Society.
http://www.marshwoodvale.com/history-
community/2019/09/if-you-dont-go-to-chapel-you-will-never-
get-on-here/

“Two men, one name” By Cecil Amor in the Marshwood Vale
Magazine. http://www.marshwoodvale.com/history-
community/2016/07/two-men-one-name-by-cecil-amor/

Professor Karen Hunt for Bridport Museum: Bridport and
Slavery
https://www.bridportmuseum.co.uk/bridport-slavery/



http://www.marshwoodvale.com/history-community/2019/09/if-you-dont-go-to-chapel-you-will-never-get-on-here/
http://www.marshwoodvale.com/history-community/2016/07/two-men-one-name-by-cecil-amor/
https://www.bridportmuseum.co.uk/bridport-slavery/

Finding
treasures...
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Volume 1L
FEBRUARY, 1909.
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Sunday Services at 11 am. & 6.30 pm.
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Fourded 1672. = - - - Re-built 1794. ; . /
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“ § was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the House of the Lord.” / 3
0 ZIA

d

“ Let us lift up our heart with our hamds uato God in {he Heavens."
MINISTER:

Rev. W. L. Tucker, M.A. (Oxon.), 46, West Allington.
WARDERNS: :
Mg. T. MALE, 35, St. Andrew's R¥id:
MR. FREDK. BARRETT, 50, East Street.- -

AH notices and suggestions to be addressed to the Editdrs; and’ put
in box for that purpose i the Lobby of Chapel.
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