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FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting of the BEST VALUE AND SCRUTINY SUB-
COMMITTEE of Bridport Town Council held at Mountfield, Bridport on Tuesday
2 September 2025 at 11.00am.

PRESENT Clir  Sarah Carney (Chair of Committee)

Clirs: Jonathan Bourbon Anne Rickard
Paddy Mooney Dave Rickard
Nigel Rawlings

Also in attendance: Daryl Chambers (Town Surveyor), and Sally Freemantle
(Town Clerk).

PUBLIC FORUM

There were no members of the public present.

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Anna Killick and Ann Langridge.
Apologies were also received from Lisa Pinch (Finance and Office Manager).

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Minute 15, Town Council Grants to Smaller Bodies and Minute 16, Grants to
Larger Bodies 2025/26 - with reference to the Code of Conduct, Appendix B
(non-pecuniary interests). Members declared interests in this item, in relation to
the grants requested from organisations where they were Trustees, or in
positions of management in the bodies listed below. In accordance with
paragraph 12 of the Code, and Paragraph 4k(iii) of Standing Orders, they did
not participate in decision making and voting on the relevant grant applications.

e ClIr Nigel Rawlings — The Harmony Centre (Trustee).

TOWN COUNCIL GRANTS TO SMALLER BODIES

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Clerk, ENCL: 4031,
summarising grant applications received.

The Sub Committee considered each grant in turn, having regard to the Town
Council's agreed criteria for grants and the application form submitted.

Applicant and Purpose of Grant Award (£)

Equintervention - Intervention sessions for young people with mental Request further
health challenges, on reduced timetables in education. information

Axminster and Lyme Cancer Support - grant support towards funding the | £500.00

support we provide to clients based in Bridport.




Home-Start Wessex - To support vulnerable families in the Bridport DT6
area through our targeted home-visiting service.

£500.00

Mosaic — Supporting Bereaved Children - a child-centred service offering
a pathway of support for bereaved children, young people and their
families. To offer 5 bereaved young people in the Bridport area their
initial 2 sessions of bereavement counselling.

£500.00

Little Green Change - To organise and deliver a Halloween-themed
reuse event at Bridport Library in 2025 benéefitting children and local
families focusing on sourcing and offering pre-loved children’s Halloween
costumes and clothing free of charge.

£450.00

Melplash Agricultural Limited - to support children and young adults and
educate on farming, food production, healthy eating and career
opportunities.

£500.00

West Dorset Mencap — All Sorts Club - day services and social activities
for people who have a learning disability in our local area. Many people
also live in a rural community, so it is vital we run these clubs to improve
mental health, maintain friendships and offer personal development
skills.

£500.00

Bridport Food Bank - Assistance with funding fresh fruit and vegetables.
£500 will help fund fruit and vegetable provision for 3 weeks.

£500.00

Common Ground for Bridport Swift Town - To employ local contractors to
fit boxes on an as-and-when basis. The group would also like to provide
Swift nest boxes in circumstances where an individual does not have the
funds to buy their own but has a potentially attractive site for Swifts.

£500.00

Allington Hillbilly Volunteers - As part of our Celebrate 2026 project, we
are organising a youth art project.

£500.00

Bridport Millennium Green Trust - Installation archway on the Millennium
Lawn and the Mountfield driveway, to formalise the ‘gap in the hedge’. To
also provide a barrier in front of the arch to prevent particularly small
children from running out into the driveway.

£500.00

The Stepping Out Cancer Rehabilitation Community Group - Exercise
and Wellbeing programme designed to help members with their recovery,
during and after receiving a diagnosis of cancer.

£500.00

West Dorset Singers - In May 2026, we hope to raise our ambitions for
local music by presenting two works by living local composers putting
Bridport on the wider music map.

£500.00

The Harmony Centre - Towards the costs of a two-day local event in aid
of World Mental Health week- whose theme this year is ‘community’, and
for a participatory photography project which will raise awareness of the
event and of our services.

£500.00

B Sharp - Bridport Boombox — a weekly out-of-school music making
project for young people from Bridport and the surrounding area ages 8-
13.

£500.00




Bridport Arts Centre - To support Primordial Dance, a community focused
exhibition at Bridport Arts Centre this autumn. An exhibition of paintings
by Helen Garrett with poetry by Kate Innes.

£500.00

Bridport Youth Dance — Outdoor Programme - BYD builds confidence
and positive mental health by empowering young people to unlock their
full creative potential through the power of dance, exploring the natural
world around them and stirring their imagination through creativity.

Request further
information

Bridport Youth Dance — Education Development Programme & 25™
Birthday Celebrations . A place where they can travel and excel. Our
priorities for 2026 are positive mental health, taking dance into the local
environment and supporting young emerging artists.

£500.00

Bridport Youth Dance — Community Outreach Programme - BYD
community outreach programme-taking movement and dance to the local
community offering workshops to various local groups in Bridport.

£500.00

ASCape - To run three exclusive soft play sessions at Seal’s Cove,
Bridport, for Autistic and socially anxious children and young people aged
0-25, their siblings, and parent carers.

£500.00

Bridport Literary Festival - as part of our children’s programme, we are
once again going to bring schools together at Bridport Arts Centre for one
big event.

£500.00

Friends of the Lyric Theatre CIC - Working with Inez Aponte, mixed
heritage professional storyteller, under the theme of CHILDHOOD
(previously HOPE and BELONGING) we will run two community
workshops using childhood photographs to collect stories, develop
different theatrical forms and present to audiences in The Lyric Theatre.

£400.00

West Dorset Carers - Reflexology, mindfulness, forest bathing, publicity
(leaflets/posters). Regarding the reflexology, these are just 15/20-minute
sessions for the individual which we have done before.

Further
information
requested

Edible Bridport - supporting the development of vegetable growing in
sites prominent to the public around town. Growing vegetables that are
freely available to everyone.

£500.00

St. Swithins Band Bridport - To replace uniforms like for like would cost
over £8000 for the band, so we have chosen to modernise our look whilst
still keeping the town crest as our logo.

£500.00

Multicultural Group - The multicultural groups, Small World festival on
Saturday the 13" September 2025.

Support in kind
offered as grant
would not be
awarded in time
for event

Jurassic Pride C.I.C - To fund printing costs for advertising for 12 x
LGBTQIA + Community Social Events in Bridport. In addition, the grant
will fund the running of 1 x Zine marking workshop in Bridport for
members and allies of the LGBTQIA + Community.

£500.00




16.

Following discussion of each grant, it was

RESOLVED: to recommend to the Finance and General Purposes Committee

that:

(i) the above grants and identified amounts be approved under the General

Power of Competence,

(i) Unsuccessful applicants be reminded that the West Bay Car Boot Sale

grants scheme opens for applications in November 2025.

(i)  Further information would be requested from application numbers A1,
A17 and A23, and following receipt of further information the decision
regarding awarding of these grants be delegated to the Town Clerk and
Town Surveyor/Deputy Town Clerk in consultation with the Chair of the
Best Value and Scrutiny Committee and the Chair of the Finance and

General Purposes Committee.

TOWN COUNCIL GRANTS TO LARGER BODIES 2025/26

Consideration was given to a report of the Town Surveyor, ENCL: 4032.

In all cases, these proposals recognise a 10% reduction.

The following were proposed as a consequence of the review meetings to date.

RESOLVED:

(i) to recommend to the Finance and General Purposes Committee that the
grants be awarded, as previously agreed in line with the council five-year

term, as follows:

Amount
Organisation
Bridport & District Citizens Advice £9,000
Bridport Arts Centre £6,750
Bridport Leisure Centre £4.500
Bridport Youth & Community Centre £27,000
Bridport Museum Trust £6,750
Literary & Scientific Institute (Bridport Area Development Trust) £4,500
2020 Skate & Ride £4,500
Friends of the Lyric Theatre CIC £4,500
Precision Football Arena £2.700
Pymore Village Management Company £540
Allington Hill & Coopers Wood & Field £540
Total £71,280

(i) to note that the agreed sum of £4,500 would potentially not be required

by one of the recipients




(i)  to recommend to the Finance and General Purposes Committee that
due to extenuating circumstances the Bridport Museum Trust be
awarded an additional £750 on this occasion

(iv)  to recommend to the Finance and General Purposes Committee that the
potential underspend (£3,750) be held in reserve for Grants to Larger
Bodies; and

(v)  that all recipients be required to provide their annual written update.

17. COMMUNICATIONS

No matters for communication were reported.
The meeting closed at 13.12pm

The next meeting of this Sub-Committee is scheduled to be held on 2 December
2025




