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BRIDPORT WEST AND ALLINGTON WARD MATTERS


NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON Thursday 23rd October 2025

Present:  Cllr Sarah Carney, Cllr Julian Jones, 8 x members of the public.  
                

Apologies:  Cllr Bev Thornton, Cllr Bourbon 

1. Introduction
Cllr Carney introduced herself and others to those members of the public present.
	

2. Ward Issues / Topics / Information

Foundry Lea – Councillors had had a meeting with the developers regarding an update about the Miles Cross roundabout.  There has been a lack of agreement with regards to aspects of the Construction Management Plan with Dorset Council Highways, National Highways and the developers.  Everything has been agreed except that National Highways are unable to schedule in the roundabout works until September 2026 as they have no gap in their schedule to fit the developers in.  The developers are submitting a Deed of Variation to Dorset Council Planning Department to try and allow them to occupy 335 houses before the roundabout is built.  One of their arguments for this is that the affordable housing provision (which they have increased) may be timed out with regards to a funding grant they have if they don’t build within a certain timescale.

West Allington Pinch Point – Dorset Council installed a camera to monitor the situation which has now been removed so they can assess the results and decide what to do from there.  Cllr Bourbon will report back as and when more is known.


3. Bridport Neighbourhood Plan

            Caroline Pearce from Bridport Town Council presented on the Bridport Neighbourhood Plan (not to 
be confused with Dorset Council’s Local Plan).  The Neighbourhood Plan lays out what we as a town want in terms of Planning for our town.  Over 50% of planning applications make reference to this Plan.  Our current Neighbourhood Plan is 5 years old and is due an update.  This is a ‘light touch’ review as it only needs an update rather than a complete overhaul.  Lots of experts and volunteers have been involved in researching and working on this review which ensures it is a grassroots plan.  The thoughts of residents are needed to ensure that the Plan reflects opinion.  An online survey has been put together as well as more information on the Bridport Town Council website.  This will be advertised once the Dorset Council Local Plan finishes at the end of October so as not to add to any confusion between the two.  Caroline Pearce gave out copies of survey forms as well as flyers and informed all that we need as many responses as possible.














4. Edible Bridport

Volunteers from Edible Bridport were present to talk about what they do and their latest plans.  Edible Bridport is a volunteer group that look to produce free to harvest food for the community by way of community allotments.  Bridport Town Council have offered them land next to the footpath at St Celia’s Allotments for them to use for this purpose.  The group are looking to add more volunteers to their growing band to help with this project.  They have applied for grants and have also managed to obtain donations of goods from some local businesses.  They shared their plans on how they would like to turn this strip of land into various growing areas and also a seating area for all to use.  They hope to involve St Catherine’s School to develop a small children’s garden including a wildlife pond.  Another idea is to have one area with raised beds for those with mobility issues that cannot garden on the ground.  They are also looking at an area with ‘no dig’ beds as well as an area for herbs and fruit/nut trees.  They would welcome more volunteers and are happy for volunteers to come with their own ideas also.  There has been a lot of interest from people walking the footpath when they have been there measuring up the ground which is promising.  The idea is that all food grown would be free for anyone to harvest and use.  Community allotments are great for people who do not have the time to have their own allotment.  It is sustainable and ecologically sound growing.  They are also looking at having a map produced, possibly next year, to identify edible community garden areas around the town.

5. OTHER WARD ISSUES

Churchill Site / JC Phillips – Cllr Carney spoke about the proposed Churchill Retirement site that had been refused planning permission by Dorset Council after a thorough Officer’s Report.  Churchill have now appealed this decision.  Bridport will have further data due to the forthcoming Neighbourhood Plan review to help bolster the Bridport Town Council’s objection to this.  Bridport Town Council feel that another retirement site is not needed.  What is needed are other types of housing for other demographics e.g. affordable and social housing on brownfield sites.  We also need to encourage more community led development like Hazlemead (which is winning awards)

6. Date/Venue of next meeting – In January/February 2026 – date and venue to be advised



Amy Stephenson – Ward Clerk               e-mail: bridportwest.ward@bridport-tc.gov.uk          website: www.bridport-tc.gov.uk
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