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West Bay Ward Matters Drop In Session
12th November 2025, 6.30pm at The Salt House
Notes

Attendees – 12 members of the public, Caroline Pearce from BTC, Cllr Bolwell, Cllr Langridge and Ward Clerk Amy Stephenson

Cllr Bolwell explained to all that this was an informal Drop in Session rather than a formal meeting with Agenda.  This was also an opportunity to talk about the Neighbourhood Plan as well as look at the display material that Caroline Pearce (Project Officer from Bridport Town Council) was on hand to talk about.
Caroline Pearce introduced herself and then went on to explain the Neighbourhood Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan lays out what we as a town want in terms of Planning for our town.  Over 50% of planning applications make reference to this Plan.  Our current Neighbourhood Plan is 5 years old and is due an update.  This is a ‘light touch’ review as it only needs an update rather than a complete overhaul.  Lots of experts and volunteers have been involved in researching and working on this review which ensures it is a grassroots plan.  One of the volunteers who helped was present – Jim Tigg and he outlined how the review emphasises the local need for affordable housing and employment opportunities. The thoughts of residents are needed to ensure that the Plan reflects opinion.  The Plan has various sections which include such items as Heritage, Design, Landscape, Housing etc. An online survey has been put together which can be accessed via www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/83Q87S/, as well as more information on the Bridport Town Council website – there are links to the documents from the Home Page. Caroline Pearce gave out copies of survey forms as well as flyers and informed all that we need as many responses as possible.  Copies of these forms can also be dropped off to those who require it if they are unable to access it via other means.  Paper responses can be dropped off at West Bay Discovery Centre once complete.  The consultation for the Neighbourhood Plan will also be discussed at various meetings which will be advertised in the Bridport News and via the Bridport Town Council website and Facebook page.

The West Bay Harbour Advisory Committee are seeking 6-8 volunteers who are prepared to be trained and learn how to use a Speed Camera for the benefit of the West Bay residents.  Those interested should contact Emma Bourne or Andrew Taylor.  There were residents at the Drop in Session that said they would be happy to be involved in this.  There is an initial cost to purchase the Speed Camera equipment although Cllr Bolwell suggested that Symondsbury Parish Council donated their Speed Camera equipment to Dorset Police and he would contact them to see if this could potentially be used.

Amy Stephenson, Ward Clerk, updated all regarding the proposed 20mph speed limits around West Bay.  An application has been put together and submitted to Dorset Council who are currently dealing with a huge backlog of the same.  DC are hoping to submit all these applications to their internal 20mph panel in February 2026.  However, even after this, the process is a long one that will take many months and will also include a Public Consultation.

Public raised the concern regarding the number of holiday lets / air bnbs / second homes in Bridport specifically with regards to Meadowlands.  There was also concern that this will happen in Vearse Farm/Foundry Lea estate.  Cllr Bolwell explained that the criteria is that if there is over 12% of such properties across Bridport and Symondsbury, then the Planning Department at DC can act.





Update given with regards to Miles Cross roundabout.  The legal agreement was that this would have to be built before any houses in Vearse Farm/Foundry Lea could be occupied.  However, the developers are now blaming National Highways and saying that they didn’t have time to build until late 2026.  This was disputed by National Highways.  A portion of this estate will be for ‘affordable housing’ etc. There is a huge need for more affordable and social housing in Bridport as there are approximately 800 people in Bridport on the Housing Register.

Mountjoy site / land behind Morrisons – hoping to have a Dementia Unit / Care Home / NHS/Care-worker staff homes on these sites.  This is currently out to tender.  Sidney Gale House will be a Reablement Centre.  All of these take time, money and lots of legislation!  There will be 4 Reablement Centres in Dorset with Bridport having the first one.

West Bay/Bridport Shuttle Bus – This has funding to carry on running until Easter currently.  Residents who had used it felt it was a very worthwhile service.  It was suggested by residents that it would be great to have more of these types of services around Bridport and further afield.  Caroline Pearce explained that there will soon be a service between Bridport and Lyme Regis.  She went on to explain about the West Bay Scheme further which is currently funded, but how to fund this after April is currently unknown.  Grants are being looked at.  The current West Bay/Bridport service costs £30,000 (£600 per weekend) to run.  Unfortunately, bus services never meet its costs.  If funding is found and secured and it can run past April then there is the possibility that schedule times may be altered.  Residents present said they would be happy to pay a small increase in the BTC portion of their Council Tax in order to help subsidise this.
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