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Minutes of the meeting of BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL held at the Town Hall on 
Tuesday 25 November 2025 at 6.30pm. 

 
           PRESENT     Cllr  Anne Rickard – (Chair and Town Mayor) 

 
Cllrs Nigel Amor    Julian Jones 
 Dave Bolwell   Anna Killick 
 Bridget Bolwell   Ann Langridge 
 Jonathan Bourbon  Patrick Mooney   
 Kelvin Clayton  Nigel Rawlings 
 Sarah Carney  Bev Thornton 
 Rob Casey   Dave Rickard 
 Andrew Holdridge  David Worthington 
               

 ALSO PRESENT Sally Freemantle (Town Clerk), Daryl Chambers (Town Surveyor), 
Lisa Pinch (Finance & Officer Manager), Sandy Goldsmith 
(Bradpole Ward Clerk), Adam Shelley (The Sir John Colfox 
Academy), 3 members of the public and 1 member of the press.   

 
OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
Open Public Forum part 1: Adam Shelley from The Sir John Colfox Academy presented details 
about the ‘Cradle to Career’ Project.  
 
Adam Shelley explained that ‘Cradle to Career’ is a ten-year community wide project to provide 
better outcomes for young people and their families, and which brings Bridport closer together. 
 
It has three strands: 

1. Education: with a coherent curriculum, diverse careers services and strong links with 
businesses. 

2. Relationship Coherence: engaging parents to become part of the project. 
3. Systems Development: ensuring that services which support young people and families 

are situated where they are most needed.  
 
Highlights from Adam Shelley’s presentation include: 
 

• The Listening Campaign highlighting that young people do not feel safe in some areas 
of Bridport. 

• The work of Social Prescribers and other support organisations in school to improve 
mental health and wellbeing. 

• The need for a coherent local system of support in Bridport so that services are 
accessible in community locations. 

• The desire to provide greater choice in terms of further and higher education, with 
emphasis on vocational training and apprenticeships within our own town. 

• The support of Bridport Town Council and local businesses is the next step in 
developing this project further. 
 

***7.06pm Open Public Forum part 1 ends*** 
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Open Public Forum part 2:  
A member of the public who was a local business owner spoke of his desire for greater 
promotion of Bridport and wider Dorset by working closer with Dorset Tourism. 
 
***7.19pm Adam Shelley and one member of the public left the meeting and did not return*** 
 
Owners of a local restaurant provided their insights into the difficulties of sourcing local 
employees for a career in hospitality. 
 
***7.23pm two members of the public left the meeting and did not return*** 
            
49. APOLOGIES 
   

 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Ian Bark, Sarah Williams and Steve 
Williams.  
 
Apologies for absence were also received from the representative of the Chamber of 
Commerce.   

 
50. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

There were no declarations of interest at this time. It was noted that this does not preclude 
Councillors from declaring an interest at any other point in the meeting should the 
requirement arise.  

 
51. MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 6 October 2025 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Town Mayor (Chairman).  It was noted that the minutes 
of the Town Council meeting held on 23 September 2025 had been signed as a correct 
record at the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held on 6 October 2025.   
 

52. STANDING ORDER 4(k)(vi) 
 

There were no questions pursuant to standing order 4(k)(vi). (Receipt and consideration 
of any questions from Councillors, provided such questions would have been notified to 
the Proper Officer, in writing, at least two clear days before the meeting.) 

 
53. COMMITTEES 
 

(a)      PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 29 September 
2025 were presented by the Committee Vice Chairman, Councillor Jonathan 
Bourbon. 

 
 RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on  
 29 September 2025 be received and adopted. 
 

(b)       PLANNING COMMITTEE 
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The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 3 November 2025 
were presented by the Committee Vice Chairman, Councillor Jonathan Bourbon.   
It was noted that the Project Manager provided a presentation on the Bridport Area 
Neighbourhood Plan consultation and she was thanked for her work on this matter.  

 
 RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on  

3 November 2025 be received and adopted.  
 
(c)  FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 

 
The minutes of the meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held 
on 10 November 2025 were presented by the Committee Chairman, Councillor 
Paddy Mooney.  

 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance & General Purposes 
Committee held on 10 November 2025 be received and adopted, and that the 
recommendations therein be approved, as set out below: -  
 
(Min No. 48) BRIDPORT TOWN COUNCIL POLICIES  
 
RECOMMENDED: that that the policies are to be agreed and adopted at the 
Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting on the 12 January 2026. 

 
54. BURTON ROAD TO WEST BAY TRAILWAY MANAGEMENT PLAN 2025-2030 
 
 Consideration was given to ENCL: 4062, regarding the Burton Road to West Bay Trailway 
 Management Plan. Councillors thanked the Town Surveyor and Property Manager for 
 their work on the Management Plan, commenting that they felt well informed. 

 
 RESOLVED: that the Burton Road to West Bay Trailway Management Plan be adopted. 
 
55. TOWN CRIER’S REPORT 
 
 Consideration was given to a report of the Town Crier, ENCL: 4063. 
 
 RESOLVED: that the Town Crier be thanked for his work, and that his report be noted. 
 
56. TOWN COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS START TIMES 
 
 Consideration was given to new start times for the following Town Council and 
 Committee meetings as follows:  
 
 Town Council 6.30pm 

Finance & General Purposes Committee 6.30pm 
 Planning 6.00pm  
 Environment & Social Wellbeing 6.00pm 
 
 RESOLVED: that the new start times for future Council and Committee meetings be 
 approved. 
 
57. REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
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 Councillor Dave Rickard reported back from the Dorset Coast Forum informing 
 Councillors of their ongoing work concerning all aspects of the coast. It was noted that 
 more detailed feedback would be provided at the Environment & Social Wellbeing 
 meeting in January.  
 
 RESOLVED: that the report be noted. 
 
58. REPORTS 
 
 It was noted that a representative from Dorset Police plans to attend the next Environment 
 & Social Wellbeing Committee meeting.  
 
 Councillor Bridget Bolwell provided an update on strategies to help children and families, 
 and an initiative for Dorset to become Age Friendly. 

 
 Consideration was given to verbal reports provided by Councillors on the issues and 
 activities within their respective wards.  
 
 RESOLVED: that these reports be noted. 
 
59. OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 

 
 It was proposed that the work of the Lantern Trust be the subject of the next Open Public 
 Forum at the next Full Council meeting. 

 
 RESOLVED: to invite Mike Graham, CEO of the Lantern Trust, to talk about their work 
 and the services they provide.  
 
60. BRIDPORT COMMUNITIES TRUST 
 
 An explanation of the action needed to re-establish the formalisation of the Bridport 
 Communities Trust was provided by the Town Clerk. 

 
 RESOLVED: to note the date of the meeting of the Town Council acting in its capacity as 
 sole trustee of the Bridport Communities Trust will be immediately before the next Full 
 Council meeting. 
 
61. WORKING GROUP FOR ICO MATTERS 
 

It was proposed that a Working Group be established to receive and consider escalated 
matters relating to Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) (Information request – FOI: 
Freedom of Information; EIR: Environmental Information Requests, and SAR: Subject 
Access Requests).  
  

 RESOLVED: that Councillors Ian Bark, Dave Bolwell and Paddy Mooney would make up 
 the Working Group for ICO Matters.   
 
62. COMMUNICATIONS: FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
 
 The Town Council Leader provided an update on the latest information regarding 
 devolution and the potential transfer of assets from Dorset Council. 
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 ***7.54pm Cllr Andrew Holdridge left the meeting*** 
 
 The Town Clerk brought a new development proposal to Councillors’ attention, circulated 
 by CG Fry for a site along Burton Road where it is proposed that 75 houses could be built 
 in 2028.  She explained that the consultation accompanying the proposal was not a Town 
 or District Council consultation, and if Councillors chose to share the information, it would 
 be prudent to make it clear that the consultation is being administered by the developer.  

 
 ***7.55pm Cllr Andrew Holdridge returned to the meeting*** 

 
 Councillor Sarah Carney requested that Councillors support the campaign for affordable 
 housing on the former JC Phillips site by attending events to be held at the Town Hall, 
 Bucky Doo Square and a march to the site. Councillors responded with support for the 
 events. (The Town Clerk advised that no resolution could be made by the Council as this 
 item was not on the agenda.) 
  
 ***8.03pm the member of the press left the meeting and did not return*** 
 
63. PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 
 
 RESOLVED: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, 
 it is in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed 
 to withdraw.  
 
64. PROPERTY MATTERS (CONFIDENTIAL) 
 
 ***7.54pm Cllr Bridget Bolwell left the meeting*** 
 
 The Town Clerk outlined the matters identified in the report.  
 
 ***7.55pm Cllr Bridget Bolwell returned to the meeting*** 

 
 The course of action included referral of the matter to the next Finance & General 
 Purposes Committee meeting, with the relevant aspects requiring Full Town Council 
 authorisation being referred to the next relevant meeting of Full Town Council.  

 
 RESOLVED: (1) that the report be noted; and (2) that further information on the matter 
 be provided and referred to the Finance & General Purposes Committee and Full Town 
 Council as relevant.  

 
65.  ICO MATTERS (CONFIDENTIAL) 
 
 The report by the Town Clerk was considered. 
 
 RESOLVED: that the report be noted. 
  
 The meeting closed at 8.48pm. 
 

The next meeting of Bridport Town Council will be held on 20 January 2026 


