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MINUTES of the meeting of the PLANNING COMMITTEE held at Mountfield,
Bridport on Monday 26 January 2026 at 6.00pm.

PRESENT Clir lan Bark (in the chair)

Clirs: Nigel Amor Paddy Mooney
Jonathan Bourbon Anne Rickard
Kelvin Clayton David Worthington
Anna Killick

ALSO PRESENT: Jo Hughes (Ward Clerk), Caroline Pearce (Project Manager), and
1 member of the press (online)

PUBLIC FORUM

There were no members of the public present.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Clir Sarah Carney and ClIr Anna Killick for
lateness.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Clir Kelvin Clayton declared an interest in planning applications A5 and A6 on the
agenda 107A South Street, as he knows the applicant.

MINUTES

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 5 January
2026 were confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED: that the recommendations set out in column 4 of the attached Schedule
A be forwarded to Dorset Council.

PLANNING DECISIONS

The Chair reported for information, the planning decisions received relating to
applications previously considered by the Committee, ENCL: 4093.

RESOLVED: that the planning decisions be noted.

LICENSING APPLICATIONS

There were no licensing applications to consider.
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CAR PARK CONDITIONS UPDATE

The Chair reported an update from Clir Dave Bolwell following his site meeting with a
Dorset Council officer, noting that the East Street car park is in particularly poor condition
with significant surface deterioration. The officer has designated the site as a priority
for emergency attention. Other car parks were also found to be in poor condition, and
East Street was noted as requiring resurfacing, which may warrant further pressure from
the Town Council.

RESOLVED: that the Town Clerk work with Clir Dave Bolwell to determine the most
appropriate course of action.

*k%x

***6.20pm ClIr Anna Killick joined the meeting

COMMUNICATION AND ONGOING ISSUES

Clir Kelvin Clayton presented his report previously submitted to the Town Clerk outlining
the Town’ Council’s longstanding support for planning applications involving roof-
mounted solar panels and double glazing on both listed and non-listed buildings in the
Bridport Conservation Area. Despite this, such applications have frequently been
refused by Dorset Council (NPPF Para 215) causing ongoing frustration for the Town
Council and affected residents.

Members discussed the following issues:

- The need to understand what residents value in their town’s heritage assets and built
environment.

- The reasons for Dorset Council’s objections to solar panels and double-glazing
applications within the conservation area, including the balance between heritage
conservation and environmental sustainability.

- Variations in interpretation among officers and councils regarding approaches to
conservation.

- it was suggested that a Dorset Council Conservation Officer be invited to attend a
meeting with members of the Planning Committee

The meeting closed at 6.52pm.

The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 23 February 2026

25



