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Minutes of the ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL WELLBEING COMMITTEE  
of Bridport Town Council held in Mountfield, Bridport on Wednesday 3 June 2026  
at 6.00pm. 
  
PRESENT: Cllrs:   Kelvin Clayton (Chairman from item 2) 
 
    Jonathan Bourbon   Anne Rickard    
    Ann Langridge  Dave Rickard 
    Paddy Mooney  Bev Thornton  
        
 
ALSO PRESENT: Sally Freemantle (Town Clerk), and Caroline Pearce 

(Project Manager and Community Initiatives Officer).  
  
PUBLIC FORUM 

 
 There were no members of the public present. 
 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIR 

 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Kelvin Clayton be elected Chair of the Committee for the 
municipal year 2026/27.  

 
2. APOLOGIES 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Steve Williams. 

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were no declarations of interest.   
 

4.  ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR 
  
RESOLVED: that Cllr Bev Thornton be elected Vice-Chair of the Committee for the 
municipal year 2026/27. 

 
5. MINUTES 
 

It was reported that Cllrs Ian Bark, Sarah Carney and Paddy Mooney should have 
been listed as present at the last meeting of the committee on 4 March 2026.  The 
Town Clerk apologised for the omission and the minutes were amended accordingly.  
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4 March 2026 were then 
confirmed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 

6. PROJECT UPDATES 
 
 Consideration was given to a report by the Project Manager, ENCL: 4130.  
 

The Project Manager summarised the report and explained that consultations will 
take place over the summer regarding the North Mills to St Cecelia’s area 
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(Rivervale), and Green Lane and Slades Green (Bothenhampton) and noted positive 
progress on the Edible Gardens project where beds are being filled so they can grow 
vegetables. 

 
RESOLVED: that the report be noted.  

 
7. WB1 WEST BAY TO BRIDPORT SHUTTLE BUS EVALUATION SUMMARY  
 
 Consideration was given to a report by the Project Manager, ENCL: 4131.  
 

The Project Manager provided an update on the shuttle bus project funded by Western 
Gateway, noting that the funding agreement required extensive internal and external 
evaluations which are now complete. 
 
The Project Manager presented the evaluation results of a bus service project which 
overall has been deemed a huge success. She noted that while carbon emission 
savings were lower than expected at 15%, the service has been successful in serving 
residents without cars, with nearly 40% of users utilising concessionary passes. The 
project has secured 3-year funding through BSIP (Bus Service Improvement Plan). 
There are plans to explore sponsorship from local businesses in the future, though this 
hasn't been necessary with current grant funding covering shortfalls. 
 

 RESOLVED: that the report be noted.  
 
8. EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 
 

Consideration was given to an updated version of the Bridport Community Emergency 
Response Plan, ENCL: 4132. 
 
The Project Manager presented an updated emergency response plan that 
incorporates recommendations from Dorset Prepared and DAPTC, describing it as a 
"grab-and-go" document for use during emergencies. The group discussed conducting 
tabletop exercises, particularly around scenarios like a town blackout, to test the plan's 
effectiveness and identify gaps in equipment like generators and walkie-talkies and 
publicising defibrillator locations. The council approved the current plan in principle 
and agreed to consider implementing tabletop exercises, submitting the plan to 
insurers, and consulting with other organisations about their involvement in the 
emergency response framework. 
 
RESOLVED: (1) that the revised Emergency Response Plan be adopted; and (2) that 
a tabletop exercise is carried out to ascertain the anticipated effectiveness of the plan.  
 
Thanks were extended to the Project Manager for all of her hard work in relation to the 
projects, West Bay Bus and the Emergency Response Plan.  
 
The meeting closed at 7.42pm 
  
The next meeting of the Committee will be held on 9 September 2026  


